680 systems to be modernized

OBB Railjet trains to run with HUBNER
gangways in future

Kassel / Vienna (25 May 2023). A special order for HUBNER: The After
Sales & Service team from the business division Mobility Rail will be
refurbishing 680 gangway systems in the coming five years for the
Austrian national railway OBB. Specifically, this involves trains of the
Railjet fleet, which until now have been using gangway systems from a
market competitor.

“The fact that the OBB is turning to HUBNER for the refurbishment of one of
their flagship vehicles for long-distance rail travel is at once gratifying and
inspiring for us,” says Marcel Kaufhold, Regional Sales Manager at After
Sales & Service. “What is exceptional about this order is that we as HUBNER
have been chosen to refurbish and modernize the gangway systems of
another producer.”

Refurbishment by HUBNER saves resources

Starting in 2023, HUBNER will each year be modernizing 136 Railjet gangway
systems under its refurbishment concept — all in a resource-saving manner. To
begin with, the frames of the gangways will be removed and reused whenever
possible. Then all the individual parts of the gangway systems will be checked
and replaced as required on the basis of wear. In all cases, the fabric
components of the gangway systems will need to be replaced as these
elements have generally reached the end of their maximum life cycle after 15
years.

“The core of our refurbishment approach is to replace only what is really
necessary — and to reuse as many components as possible. This makes
HUBNER refurbishments as efficient as possible for our customers. And our
decades of technical experience enable us to offer this approach for
competitive projects as well,” explains Christoph Steinbach, Head of Sales
in After Sales & Service.

New technical solution for automatic removal of water

In its refurbishment bid for the OBB Railjet vehicles, HUBNER also stood out
with an innovation. “We have developed a technical solution for the automatic
removal of water and moisture in the space between the inner and outer
bellows. With this new system that has not existed before, it’s possible to
remove condensation from the gangways without affecting the their pressure
tightness,” explains Harald Ehrlich, Project Manager in the Technical
Solutions team. HUBNER has applied for a patent for this new technical
solution.
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The Railjet is the most modern high-speed train in the OBB fleet. The trains
provide passengers with the highest levels of travel comfort in three
categories: economy class, first class and business class. With a top speed of
230 kilometers per hour, the Railjet connects destinations throughout Austria
and also travels to destinations in Germany, Italy, Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia and Switzerland.

More on After Sales & Service: https://www.hubner-
group.com/en/service/railway/

Caption 01: In Inhouse Repairs, Dominic Siebert inspects the gangway
systems slated for refurbishment and checks which components will need to
be replaced. Photo: HUBNER/Bernd Schoelzchen

Caption 02: After the inspection, Dominic Siebert replaces worn individual
parts of the gangway system during in-house repairs. Photo: HUBNER/Bernd
Schoelzchen

Caption 03: Marcel Kaufhold (Regional Sales Manager Germany, Austria,
Switzerland) and Harald Ehrlich (Project Manager/Design Project Solutions)
with a refurbished Railjet gangway system ready for delivery to OBB. Photo:
HUBNER/Uwe Zucchi

The HUBNER Group
Mobility. Materials. Photonics. | united by passion.

With its business units Mobility Rail, Mobility Road, Material Solutions and
Photonics, the HUBNER Group is a global system supplier for the mobility sector, for
manufacturing, and for life sciences and research applications. HUBNER is the
worldwide leader in gangway systems for rail vehicles and buses as well as a
supplier of chassis technology, cockpit display solutions and door sealing and safety
profiles. The company is also an internationally recognized supplier of sophisticated
solutions involving elastomers, insulation and composite materials. HUBNER'’s
business unit for laser technology is developing successfully, featuring applications
for cancer diagnostics and spectroscopy, for example.

In 2022, the HUBNER Group generated sales of approximately €440 million, with
approximately 3,500 employees worldwide. In addition to its headquarters in Kassel,
Germany, HUBNER is present with more than 30 locations around the world.

www.hubner-group.com
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